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March 19, 2001

Ms. Jo Lynn Traub
U. S. EPA Region V
WC-15J
77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, Illinois  60604-3590

Dear Ms. Traub:

RE:  Combined Sewer/Use Attainability Guidance Document

In September 2000, IDEM submitted its draft CSO Long Term Control Plan Guidance document to EPA
for review.  At that time, the draft guidance did not take a specific position on three critical issues.

We are enclosing for your review the attached memorandum, which outlines the positions IDEM is
considering taking on these issues and including in our final guidance.  IDEM believes that our draft guidance
language is consistent with current federal interpretations and provides a maximum amount of flexibility for
municipalities in designing cost-effective, protective CSO Long Term Control Plans.  Specifically, the
memorandum outlines:

1. A watershed approach to determining whether the substantial and widespread economic and social impact
test under 40 CFR 131.10(g)(6) is met.

2. The conditions under which IDEM would authorize recombination of partially treated wastewater, which
follows recent EPA guidance.

3. Principles IDEM would utilize to determine what constitutes an “Existing Use”.  EPA’s guidance on this
issue is very general.  The memorandum focuses on actual uses of water consistent with our interpretation of
EPA guidance.  We specifically solicit EPA written comment on whether actual water quality may be used
to determine the attainment of an existing recreational use.

Indiana’s CSO communities are anxiously awaiting this guidance to move forward and finalize their
plans to tackle the CSO problem.  For that reason, IDEM is preparing a final draft that will be provided for
public comment on April 2, 2001.  Due to a statutory requirement, IDEM must finalize this document as
expeditiously as possible.

IDEM understands the importance of working together to come up with common sense solutions to
these difficult issues.  To that end, we have scheduled a meeting with EPA prior to public issuance to discuss



IDEM’s interpretation and to understand EPA’s positions on these issues.   Our meeting is set for March
21, 2001 in Chicago at EPA offices.  We hope to receive a written response from EPA on these issues prior to
April, 2001.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. Method
Deputy Commissioner
 Environmental Results

cc: Gary Pritchard – Office of Regional Counsel
    U.S. EPA Region V

Tim Henry – U. S. EPA, Region V
Peter Swenson - U. S. EPA, Region V
Dave Pfeifer - U. S. EPA, Region V
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